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HUMANITIES 
Legal Studies Units 1-4 
 

What’s it all about? 

VCE Legal Studies examines the institutions and principles that are essential to the Australian legal 

system. In studying Legal Studies, you will learn about the rule of law, legal institutions, the protection 

of rights in Australia, the Australian Constitution, and the Victorian criminal and civil justice systems. 

You’ll engage with current legal case studies, whether it be about murder, raising the age of criminal 

responsibility, or whether a person has good prospects for winning a civil suit. 

 

Choose this subject if you are interested in learning about: 

Criminal & civil law, justice, law reform, the constitution & the rights of citizens 

 

What will I learn? 
 

Unit 1 

• The presumption of innocence  

• Summary and indictable offences 

• Purposes of sanctions  

• The role of parliament 

• Sanctions and sentencing 
 

 

Unit 2 

• Types of civil law 

• Civil remedies such as damages and 

injunctions  

• Dispute resolution bodies 

• Civil law and suing to enforce your 

rights  
 

 

Unit 3 

• The rights of victims and the accused 

• Criminal sanctions and civil remedies  

• Class actions  

• The Victorian court hierarchy 
 

 

Unit 4 

• Constitutional law and law reform  

• The challenges of bringing a case to 

court  

• Possible future constitutional reform  

 

What kinds of classroom activities and assessments will I do? 

Legal Studies involves applying legal concepts to hypothetical scenarios and current news events. 

Most assessments involve short answer, extended response and application questions. Mock trials 

and excursions. 

 

Pathways 

Year Current studies that link to this course 

10 Making & Breaking the Law 

 

Year Courses 

11 Legal Studies 

12 Legal Studies 

 

What can this lead to? 

• Solicitor or Barrister • Politics • Journalist 

• Working in CLC or legal 

aid offices 

• Paralegal profession • Policy Analyst 
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