
39 

 

 

 

 

HUMANITIES 
Politics Units 1-4 
 

What’s it all about? 

VCE Politics helps us understand how and why big decisions are made in Australia and globally. 

Politics is the study of contemporary power, conflict and cooperation in a world that is characterised 

by unpredictability and constant change. They consider how national and global political actors 

respond to issues and crises such as national political reform, violent conflicts, human rights, 

inequality and nuclear weapons. Students analyse the sources and forms of power available to these 

political actors and the consequences of their use. Students consider how political actors pursue their 

interests and the political significance of their actions in responding to national and global issues and 

crises. Throughout this study, students examine Australia’s place in the region and globally.   

 

Choose this subject if you are interested in learning about: 

Democracy, conflict and war, human rights, why the world is the way it is, political power, diplomacy, 

international relations. 

 

What will I learn? 
 

Unit 1 

• Types and sources of power  

• National and global political actors  

• Use of power in contested political 

issues eg. social media ban, the war in 

Gaza 

 

Unit 2 

• Democratic principles, values and 

systems  

• Issues for Australia’s democracy 

(corruption in the government)  

• Challenges to global democracy 

(populism and ‘big tech’/the media) 
 

 

Unit 3 

• Weapons of mass destruction  

• Armed conflict in Ukraine (topics 

change from year to year)  
 

 

Unit 4 

• National interests: China  

• Australia in the Indo-Pacific 

 

What kinds of classroom activities and assessments will I do? 

Political discussions, debates, group work, excursions (parliament house, model UN), investigations, 

inquiries, essays, source analysis, short answer/extended response. 

 

Pathways 

Year Current studies that link to this course 

10 Making & Breaking the Law, War, Rights and Freedoms 

 

Year Courses 

11 Politics 

12 Politics 

 

What can this lead to? 

• Journalist • Policy Officer • Lawyer 

• Politician/Local Government • Diplomat • Public Servant 
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