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HUMANITIES 
Making and Breaking the Law 10MBL 
 

What’s it all about? 

How does the law affect young people? What rights do they have? How can they influence change to the 

law? This subject is ideal for students who are interested in these questions. The importance of the idea 

of ‘justice’ is studied by exploring both civil and criminal Australian cases. Students become active 

democratic participants by forming political parties, culminating in a mock election. Students also 

consider how international law can protect human rights and investigate the challenges this presents. 

 

Choose this subject if you are interested in learning about: 

The law, crime, government, activism, citizenship, hot topics 

 

What will I learn? 
 

• Your rights as a young person, eg. your rights when dealing with police 

• The differences in Criminal and Civil Law 

• How democracies and elections work 

• International law and human rights 
 

 

What kinds of classroom activities and assessments will I do? 

Create your own political party. Mock election that the whole school can vote in. Investigate and discuss 

laws and court cases. Research international issues and agreements. 

 

Pathways 

Year Current studies that link to this course: 

9 Humanities 

10 Making and Breaking the Law 

 

 Courses: 

11 Legal Studies, Politics 

12 Legal Studies, Politics 

 

What can this lead to? 

• Lawyer/Solicitor • Police Officer • Politician 

• Journalist • Social work • Policy Development 

• Government or Council 

Employee 

• Court/legal work 

positions 
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